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College of the Arts and Media
School of Theatre & Dance
Senior Project – THTR 499 – 01 – 1 Credit
Instructor: Alessia Carpoca
Available on ZOOM or Skype
Office Hours: Tue-Thur 8:30-9:50 PARTV 198. Please email me.
e-mail: alessia.carpoca@umontana.edu

Aim
The purpose of the senior project is to demonstrate through application and reflection the skills
the student has mastered near the end of their studies at UM’s School of Theatre & Dance.
Students might also consider the direction they see themselves headed after graduation and offer
plans and approaches to future work that is in some way connected to their college Theatre
experience.
Outcomes
By the end of the semester the student will have:
• Created a plan for a senior project
• Sought out a faculty advisor willing to offer feedback on the project and/or paper
• Connected their classroom and production experiences to the skills they find valuable
• Engaged their design or technical skills, research skills, and/or production work on a new
and deeper level commensurate with a college graduate
• Written a clear and concise description of the project and work undertaken.
Content
General Principles for Senior Projects
The Senior Project is the final demonstration of each student’s achievements during his/her undergraduate study. It is a major project in terms of hours, effort, and quality of expected result.
The Senior Project is a requirement for graduation. It is a project that requires prior approval
of the School of Theatre & Dance faculty.
All Design/Technology BA Theatre students must register for, and complete, the course (THTR
499) prior to graduating.
Process
A Senior Project Proposal Form must be submitted to the THTR 499 course instructor for approval by the date indicated in the Timeline below. Any subsequent changes or modifications to
the Senior Project must be submitted to the student’s assigned project advisor and 499 instructor,
who will bring the new or modified proposal to the Head of Design/Technology Program for approval.
For the purpose of making a final evaluation, the advisor must observe:
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1. Pre-planning
2. Preparation
3. Drafting and editing (for a practical project working through the project…)
4. Execution.
The advisor must be given the opportunity to critique the student’s work and see the results of
the critique in subsequent writings. If the project is connected to a performance the student is
responsible to let the advisor know of the schedule or rehearsals and performances. It is the student’s responsibility to communicate process scheduling to his/her advisor.
Time Line: Due Dates
*Submit your application form by email to me by Friday September 23 5 pm.
*Rough Drafts uploaded to Moodle. Due Friday November 4th by 5pm
*Final Drafts uploaded to Moodle. Due Friday, December 3rd by 5pm
BA Theatre Senior Project
The BA Senior Project can be either:
An academic paper in a focused area of study, e.g.:
a specific area of costuming, scenery, lighting, sound, stage management or props
a research paper on a designer or technical problem (for example how to build a roll drop and the
history of that element in stage craft)
a practical project on a performance (if the show is not UM sponsored you will also need to ask
for permission to work outside the School)
a practical project not related to a show
All projects will be overseen by an assigned advisor from the appropriate division. The faculty
and advisor reserve the right to deem that a project is of appropriate rigor, breadth, and scope.
Grading
Pre-planning and Preparation
Execution:

30%
70%

*Students must complete the work by the end of the semester they have enrolled in the course.
There are no continuing grades (N) or incompletes (I) offered.
School of Theatre and Dance Handbook
All students in theatre courses must have an in-depth knowledge of the practices and procedures
outlined in the School of Theatre & Dance Handbook. The Handbook is available online at the
link above.
Disability Services for Students (DSS):
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If you have a disability for which accommodations are needed please contact me in the first week
of the semester. Please visit the website linked above for more information.
Student Conduct Code
All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to an academic
penalty by the course instructor and/or disciplinary sanction by the University. All students need
to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code located at the link above.

